INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3579
ATLANTIC COAST LINE RATLROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR DUNIOP, VA., ON
JULY 6, 1954




Date:
Railroad:
Location:

Kind of accident:

Equlpment involved-

Englne number

Consist
Estimated speeds:’
Operation:

Tracks:

Weather:
Tine:
Cagual ties,

Cause:

-2 =~ Report No., 3579

July 6, 1954
Atlantlie Coast Line
Dunlop, Va.
Hear-end colllsion

Track motor-car * Locomotlive with
carg

Diesegl~electric
unlt 828

2 m. p. h. ¢ & m. p. h.
Slgnal indications

Double; tangent; 0.56 percent
descending grade northward

Clear

9:25 a. m,

1 killed

Failure to take precautions necessary

to prevent track motor-car from being
struck by a locomotive wlth cars
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INTERSTATE GOMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3579

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIOM REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD COMPANY

July 22, 1954

Accldent near Dunlep, Va,, on July 6, 1954, caused by
fallure to take precautlons necessary to prevent
track motor-car from being struck by a locomotlive

wlth cars.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commlssioner:

On July 6, 1954, there was 2 rear-end collislon
between a track motor-car and a lccomotive with cars
on the Atlantic Coast Line Rallroad near Dunlop, Va.,
which resulted in the death of one employee.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commi ssion to Commissloner Clarke for conslderation and
dlgposglition,
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Locatlon of Accldent and Method of Operatlon

This sccildent occurred on that part of the Northern
. Divislon extending between Rocky Mount, ', C., and Richmond,
Va., 124.6 miles, 1In the vielnity of the paint of accident
thig 1s a double-track line, over which trains are operated
in elther directlon on elther track by slonal indlcatlons
supplemented by an intermlfttent inductlve traln-stop system,
Thé main tracks are desiznated from east to west as east track
and west track. The accldent occurred on the east track at
a point 99.7 mileés north of Rocky Hount arnd 2,754 feet south
of Dunlop, Va, From the south there are, 1in auccession a
2°32' curve to the right 937 feet in length, and a tanpent
1,435 feet to the point of accldent and 997 feet northward,
The grade ls 0,56 percent descending northward throughout a
dlstance of 2,500 feeb lmmediately south of the polnt of ecci-
dent and a considerable dlstange northward.

Seml-automatic slgnal LAl4, governlng north-bound move-
ments on the east track, 1s located 611 feet south of the .
polnt of accldent. Thls gignal 1s of the searchllight type
and forms part of a trafflc-contrpl system which extends
between Dunlop and Colller, Va,, 8.7 rlles souvth of Dunlop,
The control machine is located at B. X.,, 6,2 miles south of
Dunlop, and i operated by the operator at that polnt.

Thig carrler's instructions for the operation of track
motor-carg read in part as follows.

4, Operators of motor cars must secure 1llne-ups '
through a telegravher, At open telegranrh stations,
they wlll be securcd from the telegrarher on duty at
tnat polint, and at ether than open telsgraph stations, .
they will be secured from telegranher on dufty at the
nearest telegraph statlon,

% % »

Pogsegslon of llne-ups does not relleve motor car
operators of the responsibllity of safe operatlon of
motor carg % ¥ #

. The maximum authorized speeds were 25 mlles per hour
for the track motor-car involved and 50 miles rner hour for
the locomotive wlth cars,
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Degeriptlion of Accldent

about 9:15 a, m, a track motor-car occupled by a signal
malntainer's helper and a laborer procreded on the east track .
from alenal LAl4 to a polnt 540 feet north of that slgnal.
About 5 mlnutes later, whlle 1t was helng pushed northward by
the laborer, 1t was gtruck by yard locomotive €28, The zcel-
dent occurred at a peolnt 611 feet north of signal LAl4,

Yard locomotive 628, pulllng 13 frelght cars, departed
north=bound from the ysrd at Colller about 8:35 a. m., passed
elgnal LAl4, which indlcated Proceed, and while movins at an
estimated speed of & miles per hour it struck the track motor-
car,

The track motor-car, which was not deralled, stonped
266 feet north of the paint of accident., It was slichtly
damagped. Yard locomotlive 628 gtopnaed wlth the front end 97
feet north of the polnt of accldent, It wns not domaced.

The slfnal malntalner's helrer who was on the track
mo tor—car was kllled.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 9:25 a. m.

The track motor-car 1s of the belt-drive type and is
powered by a one-cylinder, five to eight horserower engine.
It welphs 625 poundg and has seatling capaelity for four persons.
It 1s insulated to prevent the shunting of track circuits., at
the tlme of tne accldent it wae not equipped with a ton, a
windshield, or a rear view mirror.

During the 30-day reriod precedlng the day of the
accldent the average dally movement in the viecinlty of the
point of accident was 23.03 trains, In addltlon to these
frelns, there were nurerous yard movemente of which no
records were made,

Discussion

On the day of the accident a signal malntalner, a slgnal
maintainer's helper, and a laborer reported for duty at
B.X. at 8 a, m. About 8:20 a, m,, after the slgnal malntalner
had obtzined a line-up of trailn movements, these employees
departed from B.X. on thelr track motor-car and proceeded to
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the sirmnel malntainer's tool house at Dunlop. The helper

and the laborer were to renew batteries at slgnal LAl4, and
about B:50 a. m, the helper called the cperstor at B.,x. ond
reguested another line-up. The operator informed him turt

a yard locorotlve would soon leave Colller en route %o o-'nlovw,
that No. 378, a north-bound passenger traln due at E.x., ¢t
1225 p., m., was reported on time, and that & north-bound .-
local frelght train mizht be ahead of No, 378. The relner
and the laborer then placed the track motor~car on the cast
track and procecded from the tool house to signal LAl4, a
dictance of 2,711 fzet, They remsined at the slenal approxi-
mately 20 minutes, then returned to a battery case located

540 feet north of the sirnal and stopped for several minutes
while they inspcected the batteries at that polnt. Trec tTrack
motor-car wne not removed from the track at elther po'n*.

The laborer sald thet as he was locklng the battery casc tre
helper celled to him that the yard locottotlve was aprnroichlng
and instructed hlm to hurrv so that they could preced- tre
locorotlve northw:rd. At this time the helper had already
boarded the track motor-car. The laborer returned to the

car and pushed 1t narthward in an atterpt to etart the enclne,
He s.1d that the en~ine dld not start lmmediately and ke warned
the helper several ftlmes that the locomotlve would overtalle
them., FHe g.ld that after he began to push the car the lLelner
dld not look socuthward towrrd the locorotive nor did n~ me.ne
any attempt to 4)l,unt from the car., The laborer had nushed the
cor a dletonce of approximately 70 feet vhen 1t was struct oy
the locovotive., The helper was killed 1n vhe accldent, and
there s no apparent explonotion for his fallure to alicht
from the car bvefnre the accident occurred,

As locomotlve 628 was approachina the polnt where the
accldent oceurred the enrlne~en, the yard conductor, and one
yard bralkensn were malntainine a lookout ahead Trom the
control compartment of the locomotlve. Cne yard brakeran
wan on the rear car. Normal brake-nipe pregsure was belng
maintained In the alr-brake system of the cars, and the
brakes had functloned proverly when ug~d, Tre headlight wns
lighted dimly, and the bell was ringlns, The members of the
crew or the locomotlve sald they first became aware that the
track al'ead was occupled by a track motor-car when they saw
the helper cross the track and board the car. The englneer
then made an emereency appllcation of the brakes and soundec
& series ol warnlng blasts on the pneumatic horn. The mecbers
of the crew estimated that the specd wang between 30 znd 36
miles per hour =when tke brakes were appllied and betwsen 4 and
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7 miles per hour when the colllsion occurred. BSand which was
deposited on the ralls when the brakes were applled in emrergency
indicated that the brake anpllcation was made at a polnt
approxlimately 860 feet south of the pelnt of cccldent. .

Causge

Thle accldent wae caused by fallure to take precautlors
necessary to prevent track motor-car from belng struck by
o locomotlve wlth cars.

Dated at Washlington, D. C., thls twenty-second
day of July, 1954,

By the Commigslon, Commissloner Clarke.,

( SEAL) GEORGE W. LaIHD,

Scecretary.



